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Topics To Be Discussed During This
Presentation
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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What is a free appropriate public education (FAPE) when distance learning is in
place.
Parental rights/procedural safeguards during COVID-19 and school reopening.
What special education services are permitted during the phased school
reopening plan.
Participation in virtual meetings.
Questions to ask in IEP meetings.
Supporting your child when engaged in distant learning.
Questions from webinar participants.

Free Appropriate Public
Education (FAPE)
• The key component of FAPE is
the requirement that the
services provided to a child with
special needs must be
“Appropriate” for that child.
• FAPE must be individualized.
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Parental Rights and Procedural
Safeguards
• The procedural safeguards
outlined in the Regulations
Governing Special Education
Programs for Children with
Disabilities in Virginia (aka the
Virginia Regulations or “Purple
Book”), at 8VAC20-81-170, have
not been suspended or modified.
4

Phased Reopening Plan
The Governor’s directive of June 9, 2020, and the Phase Guidance for Virginia Schools,
dated June 15, 2020, set forth the following phased school reopening guidance:
•

Phase I: In-person instruction for “extended school year services and school year
special education services, including private placements, with strict social distancing.”

•

Phase II: Phase I continues, plus preschool through third grade students, English
learners, and summer camps in school buildings.

•

Phase III: All students may receive in-person instruction as can be accommodated with
strict social distancing measures in place, which may require alternative schedules that
blend in-person and remote learning for students.
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Phased Reopening Plan (Continued)
•

Beyond Phase III: School divisions will resume “new-normal” operations under future
guidance.

•

The Phase Guidance for Virginia Schools also states that “Students will only attend such
programs if the Individualized Education Program (IEP) Team agrees it is appropriate and
the parent consents. Virtual instruction may remain appropriate for certain students who
may be challenged with adherence to the strict social distancing and safety guidelines as
determined by the IEP team and the parents' consent.”

The full guidance document related to the phased reopening can be found at the following
web link: Phase Guidance for Virginia Schools
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Health and Instructional Plans for
Reopening
•

7

Per an order of the Public Health Commissioner, before entering Phase II or III,
every public and private school in Virginia will be required to submit to the
VDOE a plan outlining their strategies for mitigating public health risk of
COVID-19 and complying with Center for Disease Control (CDC) and Virginia
Department of Health (VDH) recommendations. Those schools currently
operating under a variance or who were exempt from the closure mandate
may continue to do so, and have until July 15 to submit a health compliance
plan.

Health and Instructional Plans for
Reopening (Continued)
•

Additionally, public school divisions will be required to submit a plan for
providing new instruction to all students in the 2020-2021 academic year,
regardless of phase or the operational status of the school at the time. This
plan must also include strategies to address learning lost due to spring 2020
school closures. This should include a plan for fully remote instruction should
public health conditions require it.

•

This plan must be posted to the school division’s web page.
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Notification of Intent to Vary from
Phase Guidance
•
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Public school and private schools must notify the VDOE of their intent to
provide in-person instruction or programming that varies from the phase
guidance and/or their intent to significantly deviate from the recommended
health mitigation strategies in any phase. This notification is only required
when exceeding the recommended programmatic offerings.

Participation in Virtual Meetings
•

Federal and state special education regulations allow individualized education
program (IEP) teams to use “alternative means of meeting participation, such as
video conferences and conference calls.”

•

All requirements related to the scheduling of special education meetings must
be met.

•

No matter the format of the meeting, all required participants—including
parents—should be present and/or appropriately excused from the meeting.
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Tips for Virtual Meeting Participation
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Be patient—technology may not work as intended. Assume that everyone is
doing their best.
Test out technology in advance, and make sure all devices are charged.
Have a back-up plan ready in the event technology issues arise.
Join the meeting about 10–15 minutes in advance to troubleshoot any
technology issues.
Actively listen and participate in the meeting.
Set up a meeting space that reduces potential distractions to minimize
background noise as much as possible.

Participation in Virtual Meetings
(Continued)
•
•
•

Ensure the security of confidential information before, during, and after the
meeting.
Turn off any notifications on your computer—they may show up on others’
screens.
Use headphones or a headset with built-in microphone, when possible.

Additional tips and guidance on virtual meetings can be found on the following web
link: Tips for Virtual Meeting Participation
Credit: Center for Parent Information and Resources
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Questions to Ask During IEP Team
Meetings
•
•
•
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Ask to have the health mitigation plan and instructional plan discussed
with you.
Ask about ESY or compensatory services.
If distance learning is going to be done (in whole or in-part),
discuss your child’s ability to use technology and his/her access
to the technology resources (hardware and software, ZOOM, etc.),
including reliable access to the Internet.

Supporting Your Child During
Distant Learning
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•

Be clear on what you can expect from the school division.

•

Be clear on what is expected of you. Can you satisfy those expectations?

•

Communicate with your child’s IEP Team and case manager as often as
needed.

•

Understand that the school division must ensure that FAPE is provided.

Supporting Your Child During
Distant Learning
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Understand the expectation for distance learning.
Determine what type of activities work best for your child.
Encourage movement.
Reduce distractions.
Adjust your schedule as needed.
Use a checklist for focus.
Give your child (and yourself) a break.
Provide immediate positive feedback.
Credit: John Hopkins University School of Education
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Questions From Webinar Participants
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•

How will school divisions address
regression due to lack of socialization and
skilled supports, as well as lack of
instruction or services during the school
closure?

•

How will school divisions ensure
meaningful inclusion with general
education students in a virtual
environment?

Questions From Webinar Participants
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•

How do parents address their concerns
related to their child not getting access to
special education and related services or
other IEP implementation issues during
virtual learning?

•

What if virtual learning is not an
appropriate form of instruction for a
student due to their special needs,
learning challenges, and behaviors?

Questions From Webinar Participants
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•

What can a parent do if they are
concerned more about their child’s health
and well being than their education when
schools reopen?

•

If a parent pulls their child out of the
public school setting and decides to
homeschool their child for a year, will the
IEP be reinstated the following year?

Let’s Check the Chat
Room for Any
Additional Questions
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Contact Information
Henry J. Millward, Jr.
“Hank”
Hank.Millward@doe.virginia.gov

(804) 301-1171 (cell)
(804) 371-0525 (office)
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Connect with VDOE
Twitter: @VDOE_News
Facebook: @VDOENews
#VAis4Learners #EdEquityVA
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