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2025 PRIORITIES

PROTECT PUBLIC EDUCATION

Over 85% of Virginia’s students choose public schools for their education, yet only two cents of every
federal dollar has been invested in education. Federal funding plays a critical role in providing Title |
resources for rural and low-income schools, students with disabilities, updating aging school buildings,
and strengthening the teacher workforce and educator pipeline.

everychild. onevoice.®

e QOppose Private School Vouchers Oppose S.292, H.R.833: Educational Choice for Children Act
: \ Public schools, especially rural schools would be negatively impacted by the diversion
o of public funds to private schools. Voucher programs lack academic accountability
. standards, fiscal transparency, and guaranteed accessibility for students with different
learning needs. There has been no demonstrated academic improvement in states that
- ' experimented with subsidizing private schools with public funds.

......

e Protect the Department of Education H.R.94: Protecting the US Department of Education
The DOE is instrumental in maintaining funding streams like IDEA and Title | in addition
to providing important educational research and expertise to states and localities.

o Safeguard IDEA for Students with Disabilities S$.343, H.R.869 Keep Our PACT Act
Students with disabilities often need specialized teachers, smaller class sizes, therapy
sessions, individualized learning, and assistive technology. 15% of students in Virginia
receive some kind of special education services via an IEP or 504 plan. Maintaining the
funding and policies established under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) provides access to critical resources for students with disabilities.

e Fund Professional Development  pay Teachers Act/American Teacher Act
Virginia started the school year with 3,157 teacher vacancies. Maintaining Title Il
funding and increasing grants that recruit and retain qualified teachers and
provide professional development, competitive compensation, and leadership
training will help improve classroom instruction and academic achievement.

FOOD SECURITY & SCHOOL NUTRITION

Children consume one third to one half of their daily calories during the school day. Proper
nutrition is imperative to the health, development, and academic achievement of children.
More than 590,000 students in Virginia rely on free/reduced-price meals while still facing
food insecurity in the evenings and on weekends.

Maintain Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Ratio

CEP eliminates unpaid meal charges, minimizes stigma, reduces paperwork, and lowers
costs through bulk purchasing. Increasing the eligibility ratio to 60% will impact 451,117
Virginia students, across 784 schools who currently receive free school meals because
40-60% of their students participate in SNAP/TANF and similar federal programs.

®  Universal School Meals Universal School Meals Program
Through the federal CEP program, 70% of Virginia’s students receive free school meals
which has been shown to improve attendance, comprehension, behavior and test scores.
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SOCIAL MEDIA & STU DENT DATA PRIVACY Kids Online Safety and Privacy Act (KOSPA)

Student laptops, digital learning in K-12 classrooms, on-line research sources, and prevalent cell phone and social
media use raises new concerns about youth data privacy, on-line safety, and youth mental health. Parents and
students should have ability to easily monitor and control their data, privacy, and security settings.

e Safeguard Access to Student Data
Maintain confidentiality of sensitive information that students and families provide to educational

institutions, while supporting the need for data analysis to improve student learning. Parents should
have control over collection, warehousing, and use of electronic student data.

e Prohibit Targeted Advertising
Support prohibiting the sale of student data, and/or its use to target advertising to students/families.

e Social Media Access
Support raising the age for parental consent from 13 to 16 and expanding protections for children on-
line to include mobile applications and ability for students and parents to delete youth content.

MENTAL HEALTH & SUBSTANCE USE PREVENTION

Virginia ranks 48th nationally in providing access to mental health care for youth, and suicide is the second
leading cause of death for 10-24 year olds. Ninety-one percent of Virginians live in an area with a shortage of
mental health professionals. Urgent programs are needed to educate parents and students about fentanyl,
expand access to drug use prevention programs, and increase awareness of how to identify and treat an overdose.

e Community Partners, Tele-Mental Health & Innovation:  CARE for Student Mental Health Act
Support flexible funding programs that enable to schools to partner with community-based mental health
providers and expand access to tele-mental health services, Crisis Receiving Centers, and Recovery High
Schools.

e Fentanyl Awareness: Fentanyl Awareness for Children and Teens in School Act
Fund professional development to increase fentanyl awareness programs, and establish and strengthen
partnerships between public health agencies, nonprofit organizations, and state and local education
agencies to help raise awareness and prevent the use of fentanyl by children and teens.

CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION

Career Technical Education programs prepare students for high wage, high skill, and high demand careers in
existing and emerging industries, while meeting the Commonwealth's need for well-trained and industry-certified
technical workers.

e Support funding CTE programs, including registered apprenticeship and pre-apprenticeship programs,
expansion of career education pathways, and market-driven compensation for CTE instructors.

Virginia PTA is the oldest and largest non-partisan, child advocacy volunteer association in Virginia with more than 130,000
members who are committed to building family to school partnerships and advocating for the academic success, health and well-
being of all children. As the leader in supporting local school parent groups, Virginia PTA strengthens Virginia's schools and
communities by providing non-profit technical support, leadership training, family engagement toolkits, student recognition,
advocacy tools, and parent resources for more than 950 schools across Virginia.
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