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1% Local Sales Tax Referendum 

 
School infrastructure impacts student achievement, health, teacher retention, school overhead costs, and local 
property values. The Virginia PTA supports localities using a 1% sales tax to fund school construction and 
maintenance where increased revenues are needed. 

Data released by the Virginia Department of Education in 2022 revealed that 50 percent -nearly 1,000 school 
buildings- across the state are at least 50 years old. The 2022 report also cited that 22% of schools are not 
compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 40% are at or above capacity and 5% lacked sufficient 
broadband capacity. It’s estimated that replacing these facilities would cost more than $25 billion. Virginia pays 
10% of school construction costs, compared to the national average of 22%. 

Over the last 100 years, funding for school construction has largely shifted from federal and state sources to being 
the responsibility of localities.  In 1938, the federal government funded 45% of local school construction costs.  In 
subsequent decades, federal funding for capital costs significantly decreased to less than 1% of local costs. 
Beginning in the 1960s, the state moved primarily toward providing loans only – through the Literary Fund and the 
new Virginia Public School Authority (VPSA). 

Virginia’s oldest school buildings are in our poorest communities which have limited ability to raise enough 
funding due to population decline and economic hardship. As a result, many localities must decide between 
making critical infrastructure repairs or expanding educational resources to meet modern learning norms. 

Rationale 

1. Safe and healthy school facilities are essential to student success. 
Students cannot be expected to thrive in facilities that are overcrowded, unsafe, inaccessible, or inadequately 
maintained. School buildings are an essential component of the educational environment and directly affect 
student learning, health, safety, and well-being. 

2. Virginia has a significant backlog of school construction and modernization needs. 
Aging buildings require substantial investment to address roofs, HVAC systems, plumbing, electrical systems, 
accessibility, technology infrastructure, energy efficiency, and other critical needs. Delaying necessary 
maintenance and modernization can increase long-term costs. 

3. Local communities should have an equitable opportunity to address local needs. 
School construction needs vary substantially among Virginia's communities. Some localities face rapid enrollment 
growth and overcrowding, while others must address aging facilities and declining tax bases.  Allowing localities to 
control a greater share of their own revenue gives them more flexibility in accomplishing needed construction and 
repairs. 

4. A voter-approved local revenue option promotes local accountability. 
The 1% sales tax is available only through a transparent process that gives local voters the opportunity to approve 
or reject the additional tax. Voters should be provided with clear information regarding the proposed rate, 
anticipated revenues, eligible projects, project timelines, and accountability mechanisms. 
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5. Dedicated revenues can provide a predictable source of capital funding. 
School construction and major renovation projects require long-term planning. Dedicated local revenue can help 
school divisions and local governments plan responsibly for capital projects and, where appropriate, support the 
financing of those projects. 

6. School construction funding should complement—not replace—existing public education funding. 

A local sales tax dedicated to school construction and renovation should be an additional source of capital funding. 
It should not be used as justification for reducing state support for public education or for diverting operating 
funds from classrooms, educators, student services, or other essential educational purposes. 

Virginia PTA re-affirms our long-standing support of increased funds for school construction and major 
maintenance, ensuring that all children receive the chance for a quality education in modern facilities that are 
safe, well-equipped, and sufficiently maintained.  This position is consistent with our Fully Funding Schools 
resolution passed at the 2026 Annual Meeting. 
 

• Virginia PTA believes adequate school facilities are not only crucial to the success of our local public 
schools, but they are also a reflection of and resource for the communities in which they are located.  

• Virginia PTA encourages PTA councils and local units to educate their school community about how a 1% 
sales tax increase would impact their schools and community. 

• Virginia PTA encourages PTA councils and local units to support the local 1% sales tax increase where it 
would benefit their community. 

• Virginia PTA encourages PTA councils and local units to work with like-minded organizations to support 
increasing revenue, including the local 1% sales tax, where needed. 

• Virginia PTA encourages all school facilities to be built and improved with community utilization and input 
as school buildings represent a local capital asset constituting a large investment of public funds.   

• Virginia PTA urges localities to ensure new school construction and existing school updates accommodate 
the needs of all students including those with disabilities to be compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and to account for various teaching and learning styles.   
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Virginia PTA Position Statements are adopted by the Virginia PTA Board of Directors and are official documents 
based on our mission, research and/or previous resolutions or positions of either Virginia PTA or National PTA. Position 
Statements outline the opinion, will, or intent of the association to address a current statewide situation or concern  
that affects children and youth and which requires statewide or national attention and action to address the issue. 
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